


The Opening Ceremony of the Festival of Lights is the the 1st Friday in December. It features the

Kauai Chorale and a spectacular Lighting Countdown led by Santa followed by the Lights on Rice

Parade. Throughout December the display can be seen every Friday, Saturday and Sunday from
6-8PM including Xmas Eve. And it’s all FREE!



Auntie Josie Chansky

“The Christmas
House”,



THE TORCH IS PASSED

Joe Chansky died in 1996. In grief from her husband’ s
passing, Auntie Josie did not have the spirit to continue
putting up her display. She planned to sell all her
creations at a garage sale...

Elizabeth Freeman



FROM THE CHRISTMAS HOUSE
TO THE COUNTY BUILDING



Auntie Josie’s Folk Art Treasures Restored!

Josie’s pieces hadn’t been moved in decades. Some were almost falling apart. Lights were
out. Garland was faded. Many had to be taken down to their metal coat-hanger frame and
rebuilt. Each piece was lovingly restored!
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The Architecture of Light and Aloha






Freeman’s Festival of Lights has become an
award-winning Kauai Tradition!



“Trash to Treasure” Lives On”

(Below) Some of Freeman’s explorations with recycled aluminum which
she then teaches to the volunteers.



One of the newest trees, ‘Lure of the Sea”,
features “upcycled” sea creatures: sea urchins
from Slurpie lids, crabs from the bottom of
plastic water bottles, turtles and fish embossed
on aluminum cans, water botlle jellyfish and
Arizona Tea can sea anemones!



RECYCLED TREASURES



READY, SET, CREATE!



VOL
POW R



Auntie Josie’s Folk Art decorations fill
about 1/4 of the interior of the Historic
County Building. In the remainder of
the space Freeman has designed
large displays and feature trees with
the theme “Santa’s Gone Kauaiian”
These are all created with help from an
army of talented community volunteers.



What would Santa like to see or do on Kauai?
Find out at the Festival of Lights!

Outrigger Santa: our largest “light” mural...10 feet x 7 feet.



Santa’s Definitely Gone Kauaiian!

The Festival of Lights is not just about the beauty of the lights, and the
experience of the space, for Freeman it is also about conveying the humor,
whimsy, fun and joy of living on the Garden Island.



And Nutcrackers on Kauai have “gone native”...



Mahalo Park Magicians!

It would not be possible without the oversight of Park Installation Coordinator Tevita “Manu”
Fonua (above left) and the support of the Kauai Fire Department, Oceanic Time Warner
Cable, Hawaiian Telcom and Kauai Island Utility Company putting up the lights in the trees
and to Service Rentals and Toolmaster for loaning 3 Genies for the Fire Department to use.



Sharing Holiday Aloha






Mele Kalikimaka!



Mahalo Nui Loa For Your Generous Support!



